
 Rev. Hirano’s article continued on next page. 

Finger Pointing to the Moon 
~ By J.K. Hirano 

 

Ananda, for this reason the Buddha of immeasurable life has other names: immeasurable light, boundless light, 

light free of attachment, unhindered light, lord of lights, serene and glorious light, light of gladness, joyous 

light, light worthy of admiration, inconceivable light, incomparable light, inexpressible light, light that darkens 

the sun, light that darkens the moon, light that deprives sun and moon of luminance. That light, pure and 

immense brings joy and happiness to the bodies and minds of sentient beings everywhere. Further, it enables 

the beings of all other Buddha-lands-devas, nagas, yaksas, asuras-without exception, to attain delight and 

exultation. 

~Collected Works of Shinran, pg. 178-179 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many names for Amida Buddha as this passage from The Sutra of the Tathagata of 

Immeasurable Life lists and Shinran Shonin quoted in Kyogyoshinsho. When I read this passage, I feel that we 

could add other names such as, God, Allah, Mother Earth etc. I don’t have a problem with this multitude of 

names. If you do, you are the one Hotei is laughing at, in the picture above. 
 

Culturally the religions of the world developed under very different circumstances. Christianity, Judaism 

and Islam were born under the harsh desert of the Middle East. Buddhism, Hinduism, Shinto were born under 

the fertile lands of the East. The ancient Roman and Greek religions were born from an amalgam of different 

places and thought. The Mormon religion was born right here in America with our sense of rugged 

individualism. Why wouldn’t we have a variety of ways to see Truth and understanding it’s place in our lives. 

Birth, Death, Sickness, Old Age are not religious suffering, they are about human suffering. Religions allow us  
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to see what is essential in our human life. I have usually seen the word religion’s origin listed as (re+ligare) 

meaning to bind, fasten or tie. The description is of our ties to God. Could it not be that which ties us together as 

human beings?  
 

The other day, we had a group of Africans visit our temple. They were mostly Muslim and two were 

Christian. I couldn’t help but imagine the three wise men from the story of Jesus Christ’s birth had visiting my 

temple. Some of them were dressed in traditional clothes, both African and Muslim. A couple of them were 

Sheiks. Only two of them spoke English, the others only French. They had translators for our discussion. As 

they asked questions about the Buddhist view of life and death, I answered them as best I could. They would 

often comment on the wisdom of the Buddhist teachings. I kept thinking, “Wow, the wise men are calling the 

Buddhist teachings, wise.”  
 

We are each affected by the cultural landscape of our birth. No matter how I look Japanese, my 

sensibilities are American. When I first attended a WYBL (Western Young Buddhist League) conference in 

1973, I felt a kinship with the Sangha. We had all been raised in BCA temples; most of us appreciated our 

Japanese ancestry but were searching for answers about Life. We were also young single men and women, 

looking for other single young men and women, therefore it didn’t hurt that there were over 900 of us at the first 

conference I attended in Fresno, California, to make an impression on me. I still remember the girl and the song 

for my first dance at the conference, better than who or what the keynote speaker was. However, it encouraged 

me to take an interest in my temple.  
 

Most of us at the conference had grown up in temples where much of the Dharma was taught in 

Japanese. We were hungry for hearing the Dharma in English. From this experience, BCA created the RAB 

(Relevant American Buddhist) program. A number us involved with RAB became BCA ministers. We hoped 

that the Dharma was something not limited by the Japanese and Japanese American traditions we were born 

into. We were looking to find that the Dharma was Universal and not something we must limit to Japanese, 

American or just a fusion. We wanted to find that the Dharma was everywhere.  
 

It has been over 40 years since I first attended that conference. I have gone through many changes in my 

life and I am now recognizing that these programs and teachings were merely fingers pointing to the moon. The 

picture I have included in this article is an image I found on the web. The traditional view of this picture used in 

Shinshu as well as Zen, can be found in the Ojoronchu which is Tan-Luan’s commentary on Vasubandhu’s 

Discourse on the Pure Land. I realize that there are many interpretations of this concept.  
 

My own interpretation is very simplistic, as I am a very simple thinker. Hotei is laughing at us, when we 

get stuck on the finger rather than see the moon he is pointing at. However, it is not to say the finger is not 

important, for without the finger, we would not see the moon and without the moon, we could not see the finger 

pointing the way. They are both dependent upon one another. It’s about not getting stuck and seeing the light 

for what it is, reflecting and shining on us all. Japanese, American, Buddhist, Christian, Muslim, we human 

beings are bathed in the light of wisdom and compassion. It shines equally within our hearts, melting this 

foolish vanity of self. Whatever you may call it.  
 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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 BWA News continued on next page. 

President’s  Message 
 

I hope everyone is surviving the snowy winter.  Just remember that spring is just around the corner, which 

means Hanamatsuri is coming up.  Please mark April 7
th

 on your calendars to attend service, with lunch and 

program to follow.   Hanamatsuri service will begin at 10:00 am.   
 

This brings up the issue of service time.  My apologies to the folks who showed up at 1:00 pm expecting 

service.  Reverend Hirano is planning to come to the temple every Sunday when he is available.  To 

accommodate this change, service time was changed to 1:30 pm every Sunday, except for Hanamatsuri.  

Hanamatsuri is at 10:00 am, since there is no service in Salt Lake.  We tried to get the word to everyone, but 

obviously we did not do a very good job.  Again, sorry for the confusion. 
 

At this year’s Super Bowl party, we collected food items for donation to the local food bank.  It has been an 

annual event at many churches in the Ogden area and is a very worthy cause for our church to participate.  I 

would like to thank everyone who donated.  Hopefully next year we can start a little bit earlier and increase our 

donation.  
   

Upcoming temple activities: 

March 17
th

 – Ohigan Service 1:30 pm. 

April 7
th

 – Hanamatsuri Service  10:00 am 

Lunch and program to follow. 
 

Gassho, 

Kirk Y. 

 

 

BWA NEWS 
 

Greetings from BWA…. 

The year has gotten off to a great start, time flies so quickly. Thanks to the BWA ladies that prepared and 

served the otoki lunch for the Ho-Onko/Shotsuki Hoyo service we had in January. It is always a great treat to 

get to experience traditional Japanese food to start out the year and learn, and hopefully carry on some of these 

traditions. The ladies that helped were: Annette K., Jennie P., Yoshiko Y., Marie S., Aiko H., Kris Y., Betty Y., 

Aki K., Ruth ., Alice S., Linda R., Betty S. and Karen D.. Thanks for the great lunch. 
 

February 24
th

 was our annual membership party. We enjoyed a great lunch at the Greenery Restaurant followed 

by a short service and ending with a fun game of bingo with some fun prizes. Thanks to the ladies that put this 

together to make it a fun event. 
 

The BWA ladies will also be having their annual fundraisers 

for the church again. The spaghetti dinner fundraiser will be 

Saturday April 20
th

 from 5:00pm-7:00pm. Tickets will be 

available from any BWA member and will be $8.00 for 

adults and $5.00 for children. So come and enjoy some great 

food and fun to help support the church. There will also be a 

raffle for a chance to win some great prizes. As always 

thanks for your support. 
 

In Gassho, 

Tami H.                                           .      
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 Dharma School News continued on next page. 

 

BWA Donations 
 

 

 

                          ***Omitted for Online Version*** 

 

 

 

 

2013 Membership: Aiko H., Fumie K., Marcie F., Janice S.,  

Chizuko F., Suzan Y. 
 

 
DHARMA  SCHOOL  NEWS 

By Suzan Y. 
 

I want to thank the Dharma School student and parents for making this a great year.  I know I’m not 

alone in saying because of our love of the Sangha and students, we all put forth our best effort in making each 

year an exceptional one.   
 

Each year our Hanamatsuri Service gets bigger and bigger!  It’s exciting to see this increase in 

participation.  Our Dharma School students are already practicing for the Ochigo parade and Hanamatsuri 

program.  I know the girls look forward to learning new Odori dances from Mrs. Eiko K..  We truly appreciate 

Mrs. K. sharing her talents with our Dharma School students!  Bryson H. and Nathaniel N. will once again 

entertain us as the Masters of Ceremony.  Please mark your calendar now for April 7
th

 and join us for a fabulous 

lunch and entertaining program! 
 

Don’t forget, Lagoon Day.  We will be meeting at the Ensign Terrance on June 2, 2013 and continue with the 

prepaid ticket sale.  We will provide an update as the date approaches. 

 
 

 

 

The annual “Perch at the Church” fish fishing outing was held at Pineview 

Reservoir on January 13
th

.  About 40 hardy individuals braved the sub-zero 

temperatures (was a brisk -9°F a little after 7:00 am when Ellen and I arrived) but 

everyone was rewarded with fast perch fishing action.  The cold temperatures made 

for more challenging fishing conditions but at least we weren’t standing in 4 inches 

of slushy water like last year.  I feel I can say that a good time was had by all.   
 

It was nice to again see some of the Salt Lake Temple ice fishing regulars, 

there as well as many first-timers to the event.  As always, the post-fishing lunch at 

the Church was delicious and was highlighted by Suzan Y.’s noodles.   
 

This event has turned into a very popular one and we hope to have an even larger turnout next year since 

we’ve decided to have this as an annual, Ogden Buddhist Church sponsored event. 
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DHARMA SCHOOL DONATIONS 

 

 

 

                          ***Omitted for Online Version*** 

 

 

 

 

GATO’S CORNER 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

The Ogden Buddhist Church 

Dharma School presents 
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Reverend Kurt Rye is now the resident 

minister at the Ekoji Buddhist Temple in 

Fairfax Station, Virginia. 

 

We congratulate him on his new adventure! 

 

As soon as he is settled in we will begin our 

“Gato’s Corner” articles again.  

 

We are excited to find out how Gato and 

Saffie are settling into their new home! 
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Buddha’s Bookshelf 
Each GEPPO we will be spotlighting a book on Buddhism.  The article will contain the 

book information and a short summary written by a study group or temple member. 

We hope you enjoy our “bookshelf”. 
 

This editions review is written by Gwen H. 
 

This review is of Proof of Heaven:  A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the 

Afterlife 

By Eben Alexander, M.D. 

 
 Dr, Alexander graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1976 with a major in 

chemistry and earned his medical degree at Duke University Medical School in 1980. During his eleven years 

of medical school and residency at Duke as well as Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard, he focused on 

neuroendocrinology, the study of the interactions between the nervous system and the endocrine system- the 

series of glands that release the hormone that direct most of your body’s activities. He also spent two of the 

eleven years investigating how blood vessels in one area of your brain react pathologically when there is 

bleeding into it from an aneurysm- a syndrome known as cerebral vasospasm (stroke). 
 

After completing a fellowship in cerebrovascular neurosurgery in Newcastle-Upon-Tyne in the United 

Kingdom, he spent fifteen years on the faculty of Harvard Medical School as an associate professor of surgery, 

with a specialization in neurosurgery. During those years he operated on countless patients, many of them with 

severe, life-threatening brain conditions. 
 

On November 10, 2008, at the age of fifty-four, he was struck by a rare illness and thrown into a coma 

for seven days. During that time his entire neocortex (the outer surface of the brain that makes us human) was 

shut down. Inoperative. In essence, absent. As a neurosurgeon, he’d heard many stories over the years of people 

who had strange experiences usually after cardiac arrest: stories of traveling to mysterious, wonderful 

landscapes; of talking to dead relatives and even meeting God Himself. While he thought these experiences 

were wonderful, they were pure fantasy. While NDEs (near death experiences) feel real, they are simple 

fantasies produced by brains under extreme stress. 
 

During his coma he experienced a significant NDE that changed his life. Before this experience he could 

not reconcile his knowledge of neuroscience with any belief in heaven, God, or the soul. Today he is a doctor 

who believes that true health can be achieved only when we realize that God and the soul are real and that death 

is not the end of personal existence but only a transition. 
 

This was a very interesting read, who knows, this book may change your life… 

 

 

 

In Memory 

 
The Ogden Buddhist Temple Sangha extends its deepest sympathies  

to the families of the following member who recently passed away. 

 
May the family members find solace and comfort in the Nembutsu. 

Namo Amida Butsu 
 

Elsie Shiramizu - December 19, 2012 
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BWA SUSHI FUND RAISER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$10 per plate 
 

Available for pick-up following Gotan-E Service in May. 

All proceeds will go to the Buddhist Church of Ogden 
 

 

 

BWA SUSHI FUNDRAISER 
 

Thank you for your support! 

 

Sushi plates will be ready for pick up on the Sunday of Gotan-E Service in May, 2013. 

 

 

YOUR NAME:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

# of plates ordered ____________ X $10 each = $ ___________________ total due 
 

 

Please make checks payable to: 

Ogden Buddhist Church 

 
Order forms need to be filled out and given to any BWA member.  
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SERVICE TIME CHANGE 

 

Please note that all services 

will now be held at 1:30 pm 

(unless otherwise noted). 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

 

OBON 

July 20th and 21st  

 

BAZAAR 

October 26th  
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OHIGAN SERVICE 
March Shotsuki Hoyo 

KEIRO-KAI 
Sunday, March 17, 2013, 1:30 PM 

Lunch at 12:00 noon 
 

The word Higan comes from the Sanskrit word Paramita - "Other Shore."  The words "other shore" refer to the 

"world of Nirvana."  As the name Higan denotes, this is the time to remind within each and every one of us the 

Bodhisattva practice of the Six Paramitas of charity, morality, patience, effort, meditation, and wisdom. It is the 

means by which one crosses over the illusory ocean of birth and death to the other shore of Nirvana. 

 

Shotsuki Hoyo - Monthly Memorial Service 

       
 

 
 
 
 

HANAMATSURI SERVICE 
(Service will begin with traditional Ochigo Parade) 

April Shotsuki Hoyo 
Sunday, April 7, 2013, 10:00 AM 

 
Hanamatsuri or "Flower Festival" is held to commemorate the birth of Siddartha Gautama in Lumbini Garden.  

According to the ancient legend, the universe was filled with joyful music, flowers bloomed in full glory and 

sweet rain fell from the heavens to make this a joyful event.  During the service a flower shine known as the 

Hanamido is set up in front of the main altar as a symbol of Lumbini Garden.  In this shrine is placed a 

statuette of the infant Buddha and the Congregation offers flowers and pours sweet tea over the image.  

 

Shotsuki Hoyo - Monthly Memorial Service  

 
Lunch & Program to Follow Service 
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Apr 8 1982  Helen Haruye Estrada 

Apr 23 1974  Chohachi Fujita 

Apr 5 1979  Utaka Harada 

Apr 25 1970  Toraki Hattori 

Apr 2 1980  Joe Hideo Imaizumi 

Apr 2 1995  Miyoe Inouye (Miyamoto) 

Apr 16 1983  Ise K. Kato 

Apr 5 1979  Bunshiro Kikuchi 

Apr 4 2000  Mitsuru Koga 

Apr 1 2012  Fujie O. Kunimoto 

Apr 21 1963  Katsugoro Miya 

Apr 22 1967  Eimatsu Miyagishima 

Apr 4 1962  Kenjiro Mukai 

Apr 11 1993  Yukimi Nakashige (Naito) 

Apr 13 1962  Kosaku Nakata 

Apr 11 1975  Gentaro Nakashige 

Apr 30 2009  Kikue “Kixie” Oda 

Apr 13 1987  Chiyoichi Ogata 

Apr 24 1979  Haruge Okuda 

Apr 11 1987  Kumaye Okuda 

Apr 13 1980  Kirk Sakae Omori 

Apr 17 1984  George Sakae Omori 

Apr 4 1961  Kotaro Ono 

Apr 3 1991  Randall Petersen 

Apr 11 1979  George T. Ryujin 

Apr 21 1999  Tomotsu Tom Ryujin 

Apr 2 2004  Etsuko Ryujin 

Apr 4 1999  Mary Sase 

Apr 9 2009  Shige Shimada 

Apr 6 1990  Takino Sugimoto (Nakano) 

Apr 4 2010  Fred W. Taniguchi 

Apr 26 1995  Yoshiko Tawatai (Yamasaki) 

Apr 29 1993  Shizuyo (Shitsuyo) Uyematsu 

Apr 22 1971  Kiyoshi Yamamoto 

Apr 17 1995  Miyeko Yamane (Nakagawa) 

Apr 28 1967  Suzuko Yamashita 

Apr 24 2006  George Seiichi Yoshida 

 

Mar 10 1967  Kanekichi Hamada 

Mar 18 1971  Francis Hirabayashi 

Mar 18 1971  Ricky Hirabayashi 

Mar 11 1987  Yukiyo Iseki 

Mar 29 1997  Kayzo Kano  

Mar 12 1999  Toyse Toshiharu Kato 

Mar 15 2005  Maxie Kimiko Kato 

Mar 14 1960  Tasaku Kumooka 

Mar 23 1988  Yoshimatsu Miyagishima 

Mar 23 1996  Hideo Miyawaki 

Mar 29 1998  Matsuyo Miyawaki 

Mar 22 1988  Mary M. Morinaka 

Mar 5 1979  Shuichi Murakami 

Mar 14 1994  Masako Nakagawa Burrell 

Mar 16 1966  Bunkichi Oki 

Mar 18 1975  Itsu Ota 

Mar 31 1973  Taiji Shimada 

Mar 14 1970  Yasu Shiotani 

Mar 3 1970  Utaro Sugihara 

Mar 11 1979  Masu Sugihara 

Mar 11 2000  George Joji Sugimoto 

Mar 16 1990  Mine Takabayashi 

Mar 17 2008  Judy Naoko Takara 

Mar 16 1983  Noble Edward Tsushima 

Mar 30 1988  Takashi Uemori 

Mar 27 2003  Saburo Butch Uyeno 

Mar 27 1964  Shinichi Yamada 

Mar 3 1996  Toshimi Yamada (Tsukaoto) 

Mar 7 1979  Mii Yamaguchi 

Mar 10 2007  Takeo Yamasaki 

Mar 16 1996  Ruby Toshiko Yamasaki 

Mar 28 1992  Kiyoshi Yei 

Mar 11 1976  Saburoji Yoshimura 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

  

March / April Shotsuki Hoyo 
 

  

 
  

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

2013 Memorial Service Schedule for those who 

passed away in: 
 

 2012 - 1 year       2001 - 13 year 1981 - 33 year 

 2011 - 3 year       1997 - 17 year 1964 - 50 year 

 2007 - 7 year       1989 - 25 year 1914 - 100 year 

 

March Shotsuki Hoyo 

March 17, 2013, 1:30 p.m. 

For those years not having a specific memorial service 

such as 2
nd

, 4
th
, 5

th
, etc. the temple is holding these 

monthly Shotsuki Hoyo.  During these services, the temple 

will list the names of those members who have died during 

the month in the preceding years.  The families then attend 

that monthly service in memory of their loved one. 

These services are not meant to replace the specific 

memorial services. Please contact Rev. Hirano to make 

arrangements for those services.  Rev. Hirano contact 

information - Office: 363-4742, Home: 299-8727, 

Emergency:  819-2648 

 

April Shotsuki Hoyo 

April 7, 2012, 10:00 a.m. 
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Toban Cleaning Group:  
 

Roland & Janice S. (Toban Cleaning Leader)  

Todd & Stacie H. 

Fran H. 

  

               Sun   Mon        Tue       Wed         Thu   Fri      Sat 
     1 2 

3 

12:15 pm – Buddhist Study Group 

1:00 pm – Mediation Service with Dr.   

                  Carmela Javellana Hirano 

1:30 pm – Family Service 

4 5 6 

 

10:00 am – 

Buddha’s 

Roundtable 

7 8 9 

10 

12:15 pm – Buddhist Study Group 

1:00 pm – Dharma School Parents       

                  Meeting 

1:30 pm – Family Service 

11 12 

 

7:30 pm –  

Board 

Meeting 

13 

 

10:00 am – 

Buddha’s 

Roundtable 

14 15 16 
 

8 am – 5 pm 

Nikan 

Retreat 

(SLBT) 

17 

12:15 pm – Buddhist Study Group 

12:00 pm – Otoki Lunch by Dharma  

                    School 

1:30 pm – Ohigan Service, Keirokai, 

                  March Shotsuki Hoyo 

 

18 19 20 

 

10:00 am – 

Buddha’s 

Roundtable 

21 22 23 

24 

11:30 am – BWA Meeting 

12:15 pm – Buddhist Study Group 

1:00 pm – Dharma School 

1:30 pm – Family Service 

 

25 26 27 

 

10:00 am – 

Buddha’s 

Roundtable 

28 29 30 

31 

9:00 am – Church Yard Clean-Up 

12:15 pm – Buddhist Study Group 

1:00 pm – Dharma School  

1:30 pm – Family Service 
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Toban Cleaning Group:  
 

Kirk & Betty Y. (Toban Cleaning Leader)  

Trenton Y. 

Steven & Kris Y. 

KayLene Y. 

 

 

                 Sun Mon         Tue     Wed     Thu  Fri   Sat 
 1 2 3 

 

10:00 am – 

Buddha’s 

Roundtable 

4 5 6 

 

5:00 pm 

Hanamido 

Party 

7 

10:00 am – Hanamatsuri Service 

                    April Shotsuki Hoyo 

                    Lunch and Program to  

                    follow service. 

8 9 

 

7:30 pm –  

Board 

Meeting 

10 

 

10:00 am – 

Buddha’s 

Roundtable 

11 12 13 

14 

 

NO Service in Ogden 

10:00 am - Salt Lake Buddhist Temple – 

Hanamatsuri Service  

15 16 17 

 

10:00 am – 

Buddha’s 

Roundtable 

18 19 

 

GEPPO 

articles due 

20 

5 – 7 pm 

BWA 

Spaghetti 

Dinner 

21 

12:15 pm – Buddhist Study Group 

1:00 pm – Dharma School  

1:30 pm – Family Service 

22 23 24 

 

10:00 am – 

Buddha’s 

Roundtable 

25 26 27 

28 

12:15 pm – Buddhist Study Group 

1:00 pm – Dharma School  

1:30 pm – Family Service 

29 30     

April, 2013 
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